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MY DIRRESS

Ash's better-self tells of his encounters with the
Evil Dead - past, present, & future(?)

by Mike Baronas

"Book of the dead, pages bound in human flesh
Feasting the beast. from the blood the words were said
1 am waseen, dreamt the sacred passage aloud
Trapped in a dream of the Necronomicon "

DEICIDE' "Dead By Dawn”
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luml bepan as 2 low-bodget, 16 MM

horror film shot by a group of fiends back
in 1978 has since transpired into an essen-
] r.m:i ufuw:r_l,' g fan's dhet.

The Evil Dead and its sequaks (Evil Dead
I: Dead By Dewn & Arery of Doarkness
respectivelyd, as well as 1990 Darkman
bave propelied director Sam Faims inio the
Hollywood big beagnes. Equally as soc-
cessful in his own right is

ably not as smart! 'We wanted io make bim
an irreverent issneger so the kids watchme
the monne coald idemib F!.' with k™
Retumnmg for another verbal appearmnce
in Armry of Darkness (retitled from Ewil
Dead I Medieval Dead due to Universal's
skepticism on the populanty of the *Evil
Diead' name) are soome of Ash's classic lines,
includimg his now lependary “Groovy! " Jost
about everything that spouts from his mouath

in, an evil winged ‘Deadite’ creamure at-
tacks, whereupon Ash blows it to bits
nonchalant, Indians Jones fashion. He is
then haibed as a8 savior. This & how Ewl
Dead [T emded.

Howewer, in Arrry, Ash 15 caphmred by
the same soldiers and enslaved as a trapbor o
the throne,

While this 1=a somewhat anal, yof ample,
inconsistency, the entre tilogy has been

pagued by such -

slamces, thoy pamenng

actor and Raimi sideldick/
punching lag  Broce
Campbell,

‘™My 8-year-old girl said that Home Rlone 2
7 "My 8
.. Wwas more violent than Army of Darkness!"

relentless eriticizm by the
legions of loyal ‘Dead-

Enown o most of the

Heads." What gives?

free world as  CGAsh',
Campbel]l sdmits that the popalanty of the
Evil Dead tmlogy bas not decapstated his
level-headed atittude about the movie bis-
ness. *You go om such a roller-coaster ride
makimg fhlms that you try and keep your
emotions close to the vest We tend o
develop poker-faces about the whole thmg.
I mean, [ was driving by Armry of Darkness
hillboards with me, the chainzaw, and the
girl, and | didn't even think about it. T've
become very much detached from the whale
thing because | have realized m my own
personal existence that that hig billboard
doesn’t change your fife at all, and that
you're still gonna® be erther the same mis-
ernble 1ot or whatever you were before or
after, I think it"s a dangerous thing for some
actors where they think that they are differ-
eat and they start o become insane - they go
ballistic. 5o really try nod w0 . . . if somecns
hates the movies, ['m sory that they hated
them: if someone likes the movies, T'm
really glad that they biked them. Bui beyond
that. I can’t et it jack me around.”
Broce's alter ago in the latest Raim
axtravaganza is, for better or for worse, a
lesser temmified, more cocky dunce with an
overlyexcessive sexistattiiede. “Hereached
new heights of armogence.  He became the
Ugly American, or the Ugly American toor-
15t Most women think Ash is a todal pig,
which they're right. Bof what they don't
understamd is that all those smpid lines
could work 600 years ago - all those bar
III’JHS.‘

Campbell continues by stating,“ We were
just trymg to come up with vanabons om
different themes. 1f the puv’s just this or
just that donng the cowrse of several hlms
you're geing to boose imterest. S0 we tried
b Ak i with a little more tohim. Also,
Ach is not & stapdard heso becanse e makes
horrible mistakes. He isbasically no smarter
than anyone there in the audience - prob-

m tie most recent mstallment 1 destine for
the Schwarsensgger/Eastonood One-Laner
Hall of Fame. “We did & promobon on
Prodigy - that compuier nerwork program -
and there was this one kid who tapped mbo
the system and he just listed all those lines;
about 2 dozen of them. He had them all
verbatim which was really scary. Ewvery-
thrimg froom * Grroowy! " o Gimme some sugar
baby!" to *I"m the guy with the pun."
Bruce reveals that many of thess side-
splitters were surprsingly ad-libbed. “We
were getting ready to shoot & scene and Sam
sand, "Okay. [ god a live for va’, but | gotta’
think of 1t." So
he starts walk-
ing wronnd the
el andl T hear
him over m the
comer laughimg
to himsslf amd
he comes owver
and REVE,
‘Cimme s
sugar  haby!®
amd we'rs all

that, Ji"ll be
fumny.’ Amd |
sad, ‘|l dom'i
kmerar 1t | can”
He says, ‘“Just
say it Okay,
Action.” 50 them

"You bastards! Why are you torturing me like this?

“First of all”™
says an equally critical Campbell, “ Asmry of
Drarkness was desigmed to stand on ns own,
becausze bets tace if, the £wil [ead movies
are cull movies - winch means that & very
small percentage of the population has scen
them - it's qust that they've happened o
have seen them 20 omes! [ was hard
enough for us o the first 5 minutes of the
movie just o get him back thers n the
13003 and have it ma ke some semblanee of
semse. 5o we jost dumped him and left him
there. Dramatically we could stan af a low
point where he pets take prisomer, Also, it
makes for a cool opening - "My zame1s Ash

¥ y .

is a lot of stoff that's off the cuff, Why?!" - The Ewil Dead 304" maslave.”

bt it*s fromm the mind of Sam Ramm.”
Whisked away from the traditonal cab-
m amd forest backdrops, Ash falls from
gmuce, landing in Medieval England 1300
AD. Asu group of srmored knights grab
our hapless hero and are aboat to do him
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“Yor just golta” go with the flow with all
the recaps, ["ve heard tons of comments of,
*How come there"s a different Limta every
time?" That's becanse we need to find an-
other starlet or we'll just have movie stars
and cameos every time,”

Up until Army of Darkness, the Evil

£ 1983 Ferarma rre Pickes
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"Groovy!" - Ewvil Dead 2

Dead films were undeniably recogmized by
their inhuman guanbties of gore. Bruce
expluins that it was neither Mr. Raimi's nor
Universal Picture 's decision to put a cork in
the trademark tsunam boodline for the
thind installment, but rather the arch ensmy
of all that i= erimson - the MPA A

“We were contractually obligated to de-
tiver an “R°. ‘We were under extra-special
pressime to Cde-pore-ize” because of the
first two Ewil Dead films. Frankly - the
version that you saw - they wanted o give
that an “NC-17". The opening scene of
Goodfellas is more violent than all of Army
af Dearkness. My S-year-old girl said that
Home Alone X was more violent than Army
af Dearkness!

*Becanse the first and second Evil Dead
films went around the ratings board, they
were the “great lion” waiting to chew away
when they pot Armey,” adds Campbell
*There was no way m beck we were going
o get a ‘PG-13°, which is nhimacly what
the mowvie should have been. | thmk the
ralings boand has weird classifications;
there's a term callel the “cumulabive effect’
where they can't put therr fnger on o€, but
they go, "Mo. It's just oo much poys. s
toc mach,”

“When we shol il we knew we were
ponma’ be m trooble 5o we purposely had
skebetons full of dust. We had to take stips
like that. The only blood vou see in the

maovie 15 that geyser from the pat. |
have scars all over my face, but you
never sée ‘em happen.”

In osder to retam home to his du-
tizz as an ‘5-Mart" department store
clerk. Ash must retrieve the dreaded
Mecronomicon ffom a cursed grave
gife, whereupon a potion can be con-
cocted from s passages. Ash’s typ-
cal bnillmmt stupshty muouges W uo-
leash the Army of the Dead from the
cemetery and an epic battle between
good and evil ensues. Ash eventually
refins bo the futere, but not m the way
in whch Ranom mtended.

= At the end of the movie, Ash goes
back in time - be goes back home,”
says Campbell. “Well, in the original
footage e goes niding off on ks horse
and & bunch of soldiers drag his car
into 4 cave, he hops in, swallows the
wrong number of drops, sleeps 100
long and wakes up to find the world
destroyed; which |  think 15 appio-
priate, bat they did test marketing and
previews and some peopls didn’t hike the
emding. | mean, what cheracier deserves o
be left alone more al the end of the world
than that wiot Ash?™

Droes “the Rambo of Gore” feel that the
original ending might have kept the door
too far open for an Evil Dead 47 Yoo can
always dredge up part 41f 3 makes enough
money. The
aoly meason
we made Ewil
Deviald 1T 1= b=

pet made af-
ber we did that
m e ¥ i e
Crimewave
w hich
bombed. We
sand, ‘Lasts oo
back to ba-
sics.” We did
Evil Dead If
and then that
did fime
worldwide,
and then Sam
did SOMe

other projects

and [ did some 'Hiil to the ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂ' B

(]

other stuff, and then we just got hack on
Arwity of Darimess, Bul they keep pethng so
ambitions and more and more expensive
that the law of svermpes i sequels protabiy
wion't equate for a part 4. My goess s
econmmcally there would be o way to do
it because we're ot gonna ' work for cheap
anymore. Mot on that particular senes “cuz
we've just killed ourselves for too kong and
it doesn"t sed the world on Are box office-
wise. Now on wideo, | thmk Aroy wall do
el well because 1t's & fum, eye-candy sort
of movie. Soldon't know, Time wall tell.”

Campbell’s somewhat negative attihsde
toraards a fourth installment iz onforto-
nately ustified. Along with the physical
and financial strain associated with Armry,
majr production problems bogged down
the completed flm, Ongnally set for a
Spring 1992 release, Armybecameentanged
in & web of Hollywood red tape. Appar-
ently, Universal (Army's distibwtor) and
Dmo Delawrentns  Commumcations
{Arpmy's fmanceal company) fourhd over
the rights to a completely separade film
{Silence of the Lambs I} while Army sat
captive untl & deal was struck.

“T*we heen with this project smce Mo-
vember 1990, We finished it Sprimg of "00.
I mean, | sat with this sucker all the way o
the hitter end,” states the obviously weary
actoriproducer. =1 was completely bormed
out by s movie, There were Hmes when
Wi wWene
shootimg
that they
couldn't
have
paid me
enough.
The pay-
checks |
was get-
tng ev-
e T ¥
week,
which
weTEe
¥ 8T ¥
gubatan-
tial,
Wese Bl
nearly
enough.
It's =
dumb at-
titude fo
] have, bas

Hnny of Darkness | really felt



like T was fighting & war, Sam wanis to do
things without cuts, so yoo gottn” leam how
to beat people uwp i ome take”

Forttmately, Bruce's hard work has paid
off, leading o future Rim and television
offers, even though he'd just assume work
with Ravm exclusively. “Sam is just fan-
tastic. 'We get along real well and workmg
with him has always been great. He's the
creative animil.”

Campbell s quick o praise his high
school chum further by describing the diffi-
culty he's had on other projects. “It's more
frustrating sometimes because you go, “Why
doesn’t that director do this or do that
Diowssn't he understand it woubd be so much
better.” Sam sets such a high standard of
quality. He's & very hard worker. And you
get on other sets and directors are making
calls on their cellular phone and they're
bryung b0 set thedir pext deal - ther mnd s
somewhere else.

“There's a certam work ethic that Sam
has that very few people have.” He contn-
uwes by claming, “the pood news iz that
ather movies seem easy. [ just did this TV
pilot for Foo, which I'm m every frame of,
and people say, *Geez, this mast be hard on
you.* And | said, “Yoo don't have any ides
- D 'worked on Army of Darksess which was
five imes this length and twice a5 harnd - this
i= like a paid vacation.™

This latest venture, catitled The Adven-
sares of Brisee Conty, Jr. will premen: on

the Foox television network laker
this summer. “10's pretty much
an achonfsdventure serwes that
takes place in the Odd West, Ti's
like “Indiana Jones Goes West,®
It should be cool, It's gof a
buonch of okd nme Western ac-
tors and John Astin from The
Adelivrn’s  Family {TV series).
Hopefully Fox will pick it up
and it will become a sexies”

Also in the works finally is
Campbell’s own lomg-rumered
featore The Maon Wik the
Sereaming Brain, “We've been
shopping it and shopping it, re-
wrting and rewnhnog, jus try-
ing to get if made because |
wanied o have a project that §
coubd direct. We've spent lots of
time, effort and money rving o
get this thing developed.  Fi-
nally, the timing was right for
RS Media and it all came to-
gether, | wrote the screenplay
and I'Tl be 1n it andderect 1t amd
all that good stuff.”

A far as his baby's story-
line is concemed, Brace des-
crbes it as “hasically Body
Hear with & bram transplant,
It's the story of an uptown banker, played
by me, whowinds up getiing a portion of iz
bruin replaced with a Latino street-hustler's,

0 1953 o Brosdeuitiag Co

Ewil Dead 4: Migtbestern Bead? No, but you can
catch Bruce taking aim in his upcoming Fox TI
pilot The Adventures of Brisco Cownty, Jr.

direct ripoff of The Haunting.
=Achmlly, [ would pot The Texas
Chainsaw Massaere on my st too,” says
Broce. “That re-

"Sam (Raimi) wants to do things without cuts, so you
gotta' learn how to beat people up in one take."

&y -
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and they have to go back o the bowels of
the city to ook for the women who killed

 themboth. It'sacteally a modem-day Fran-

kenrrein more than anything.

It's ke an EC Comic. 1deally, | would
shoot it in black & white, but they won't let
me - just to get that really cool look.™

Being directly mvolved m some of the

| most entertaming hormor films @ history,

Campbel] acimowledges some of his favor-
itez are more peycholopical than visceral.
“Romm Polanski's The Tenantis my favor-
ite because 11 messes with your head. | also
like The Hawming, again, because doesn't
show you any of the camage and maybem:
it gets you mentally amd it was really well
done. A lot of movies have ripped it off.
wis i Wonworks 2 and my sequence was a
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ally mfluenced us 1
have to=ay. When
it got fo & certain
poant, Tt"d just kick
into gear and never
stop. Very few
muvies - big or low-budget - have that sort
ofdrive. Tobe Hooper really kicked out the
jams, At the end of the movie pou say, "Gee,
that could happen.” And that’s what's really
frightenang,  Evil Dvad you go, ‘Aash, it's
just a bunch of big goosy monsters,"”

A far as s mu=ical mterests, =1'm bke
a ballads kind of guy,” confesses Campbedl.
“Harry Chapin and that sort of smff. [ was
always a sucker for that ['m not a real
metal-bead. Tcan't take it- I"m too much of
wimp. Maybe m menvies, bul not in real
kife.”

In chosmg, Bruce wishes to extend some
invaluable advice to all: “If yn' wn't got
gocks, ya' am't got much, And if ya® got
“em, you might as well pull ‘em op!”




'The Haeadle' ~ by Mait Smith


























































